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the accomplishment of our duty in living. The
family also furnishes the first lesson in solidarity
and sociability. The affection and indulgence
which serve as its foundations transform and
maintain our "ego" in the world of men, that
enlargement of the family group.

To family joys are opposed the fetters that
weigh down existence. A family, it is said, is
often only a group of members whose interests are
frequently opposed. Escape, always difficult,
often becomes even impossible. The obstacles to
divorce bind the wife to the husband for life. The
privileges granted even to unworthy parents
often prevent their children from emancipating
themselves from their guardianship before attain-
ing majority. The father often finds himself
compelled to toil for a bad wife. He must support
children who bring him sorrow. Fathers suffer
through their sons; daughters suffer through their
mothers. These examples might be multiplied.
We linger to look at these shadows, but suddenly
a ray of sunshine from the paradise of family life
makes them vanish. Nothing under the sun is
perfect. In deeds of goodness we find traces of
evil, as in a soul succumbing to sins we discover
some misunderstood virtues. But the abode of
the just remains good, in spite of the weakne .ses